
Audit Commission National Local Government Studies 2000 - 2009 
 
 
 
(1) When It Comes To The Crunch: How Councils Are Responding To The 

Recession (August 2009) 
(2) Is There Something I Should Know: Making The Most Of Your Information To 

Improve Services (July 2009) 
(3) Valuable Lessons: Improving Economy And Efficiency In Schools (June 2009) 
(4) Room For Improvement: A Review Of Strategic Asset Management In Local 

Government (June 2009)  
(5) Summing Up: A Review Of Financial Management In Local Government 2005-

2008 (April 2009)  
(6) Working Better Together: Managing Local Strategic Partnerships (April 2009)  
(7) Risk And Return English Local Authorities And The Icelandic Banks (March 

2009)  
(8) Tired Of Hanging Around: Using Sport And Leisure Activities To Prevent Anti-

Social Behaviour By Young People (January 2009)  
(9) Crunch Time: The Impact Of The Economic Downturn On Local Government 

Finances (December 2008) 
(10) A Mine Of Opportunities: Local Authorities And The Regeneration Of The 

English Coalfields (November 2008)  
(11) Are We There Yet: Improving Governance And Resource Management In 

Children's Trusts (October 2008)  
(12) Back To Front: Efficiency Of Back Office Functions In Local Government 

(October 2008)  
(13) Well Disposed: Responding To The Waste Challenge (September 2008) 
(14) Tougher At The Top: Changes In The Labour Market For Single Tier And 

County Council Chief Executives (July 2008)  
(15) Don't Stop Me Now: Preparing For An Ageing Population (July 2008) 
(16) Tomorrow's People: Building A Local Government Workforce For The Future 

(June 2008)  
(17) In The Know: Using Information To Make Better Decisions (February 2008) 
(18) Positively Charged: Maximising The Benefits Of Local Public Service Charges 

(January 2008)  
(19) For Better, For Worse: Value For Money In Strategic Service Delivery 

Partnerships (January 2008)  
(20) Staying Afloat: Financing Emergencies (December 2007)  
(21) Healthy Competition: How Councils Can Use Competition And Contestability 

To Improve Services (November 2007)  
(22) Hearts And Minds: Commissioning From The Voluntary Sector (July 2007) 
(23) Improving Health And Well-Being (July 2007)  
(24) Seeing The Light: Innovation In Local Public Services (May 2007) 
(25) Out Of Authority Placements For Special Educational Needs (February 2007)  
(26) Crossing Borders: Responding To The Local Challenges Of Migrant Workers 

(January 2007)  
(27) More Than The Sum: Mobilising The Whole Council And Its Partners To 

Support School Success (November 2006)  
(28) Securing Community Benefits Through The Planning Process: Improving 

Performance On Section 106 Agreements (August 2006)  
(29) Councils' Accounts: Your Rights (July 2006)  
(30) Public Sports And Recreation Services: Making Them Fit For The Future (June 

2006)  
(31) Choosing Well: Analysing The Costs And Benefits Of Choice In Local Public 

Services (May 2006)  



(32) Improving Income Collection: Efficient Collection Of Council Tax, Housing Rent 
And Other Income By Direct Debit (May 2006)  

(33) Delivering Efficiently: Strengthening The Links In Public Service Delivery 
Chains (March 2006)  

(34) The Planning System: Matching Expectations And Capacity (February 2006) 
(35) Delivery Chain Analysis For Bus Services In England (December 2005)  
(36) The Efficiency Challenge: The Administration Costs Of Revenues And Benefits 

And The Costs Of Administering Local Government Pension Funds In London 
(November 2005)  

(37) Governing Partnerships: Bridging The Accountability Gap (October 2005) 
(38) Supporting People (October 2005)  
(39) Improvement Breakthroughs: Learning From Comprehensive Performance 

Assessment Of District Councils (September 2005)  
(40) Local Quality Of Life Indicators: Supporting Local Communities To Become 

Sustainable (August 2005)  
(41) Fitness For Purpose In The 21st Century: Strategic Choice At Local Level In 

The New Millennium (July 2005)  
(42) ICT Fraud And Abuse (June 2005)  
(43) Schools' Views Of Their LEA 2004 (December 2004)  
(44) Choice In Public Services (September 2004)  
(45) Education Funding: The Impact And Effectiveness Of Measures To Stabilise 

School Funding (July 2004)  
(46) People, Places And Prosperity: Delivering Government Programmes At The 

Local Level (June 2004)  
(47) Schools' Views Of Their LEA 2003 (April 2004)  
(48) Older People - Independence And Well-Being: The Challenge For Public 

Services (February 2004)  
(49) The Journey To Race Equality: Delivering Improved Services To Local 

Communities (January 2004)  
(50) Council Tax Increases 2003/04: Why Were They So High? (December 2003)  
(51) Corporate Governance: Improvement And Trust In Local Public Services 

(October 2003)  
(52) Human Rights: Improving Public Service Delivery (September 2003)  
(53) Economic And Community Regeneration: Learning From Inspection 

(September 2003)  
(54) Services For Disabled Children: A Review Of Services For Disabled Children 

And Their Families (September 2003)  
(55) Stewardship And Governance: A Review Of The Work Of The Audit 

Commission's Appointed Auditors In 2002 (August 2003)  
(56) Patterns For Improvement: Learning From Comprehensive Performance 

Assessment To Achieve Better Public Services (April 2003)  
(57) Quality Of Life: A Good Practice Guide To Communicating Quality Of Life 

Indicators (April 2003)  
(58) Schools' Views Of Their LEA 2002 (March 2003)  
(59) Improving School Buildings: Asset Management Planning In Leas And Schools 

(February 2003)  
(60) PFI In Schools: The Quality And Cost Of Buildings And Services Provided By 

Early Private Finance Initiative Schemes (January 2003)  
(61) Connecting With Users And Citizens (January 2003)  
(62) Housing After Transfer: The Local Authority Role (December 2002)  
(63) Special Educational Needs: A Mainstream Issue (November 2002)  
(64) Directions In Diversity: Current Opinion And Good Practice (November 2002)  
(65) Integrated Services For Older People: Building A Whole System Approach In 

England (October 2002)  
(66) Tracking The Changes In Social Services In England (October 2002) 



(67) Performance Breakthroughs: Improving Performance In Public Sector 
Organisations (September 2002)  

(68) Recruitment And Retention: A Public Service Workforce For The Twenty-First 
Century (September 2002)  

(69) Message Beyond The Medium: Improving Local Government Services Through 
E-Government (July 2002)  

(70) Neighbourhood Renewal (June 2002)  
(71) Sport And Recreation: Learning From Audit, Inspection And Research (May 

2002) 
(72) Equality And Diversity: Learning From Audit, Inspection And Research (May 

2002)  
(73) Acting On Facts: Using Performance Measurement To Improve Local Authority 

Services (May 2002)  
(74) Building Better Library Services: Learning From Audit, Inspection And 

Research (May 2002)  
(75) A Force For Change: Central Government Intervention In Failing Local 

Government Services (March 2002)  
(76) Competitive Procurement: Learning From Audit, Inspection And Research 

(March 2002)  
(77) Street Scene: Learning From Audit, Inspection And Research (March 2002)  
(78) Development Control And Planning Learning From Audit, Inspection And 

Research (March 2002)  
(79) Changing Habits: The Commissioning And Management Of Community Drug 

Treatment Services For Adults (February 2002)  
(80) Trading Places: A Review Of Progress On The Supply And Allocation Of 

School Places (January 2002)  
(81) Housing Repairs And Maintenance: Learning From Inspection (January 2002)  
(82) Going Places: Taking People To And From Education, Social Services And 

Healthcare (December 2001)  
(83) May You Live In Interesting Times: The Consequences Of Political 

Restructuring For Officers (November 2001)  
(84) Group Dynamics: Group Structures And Registered Social Landlords 

(November 2001)  
(85) To Whom Much Is Given: New Ways Of Working For Councillors Following 

Political Restructuring (November 2001)  
(86) Housing Benefit Administration: Learning From Inspection (October 2001)  
(87) We Hold These Truths To Be Self-Evident: Essential Principles To Guide 

Political Restructuring (October 2001)  
(88) Changing Gear: Best Value Statement 2001 (September 2001)  
(89) Worth The Risk: Improving Risk Management In Local Government (July 2001)  
(90) Change Here: Managing Change To Improve Local Services (July 2001)  
(91) Waste Management: The Strategic Challenge (July 2001)  
(92) Building For The Future: The Management Of Procurement Under The Private 

Finance Initiative (June 2001)  
(93) A Halfway Home: An Analysis Of The Variations In The Cost Of Supporting 

Asylum Seekers (April 2001)  
(94) A Uniform Approach: A Study Of Fire Service Procurement (January 2001)  
(95) Money Matters: School Funding And Resource Management (November 2000)  
(96) A Step In The Right Direction: Lessons From Best Value Performance Plans 

(October 2000)  
(97) Keeping Your Balance: Standards For Financial Management In Schools 

(October 2000)  
(98) New City: Supporting Asylum Seekers And Refugees In London (July 2000)  
(99) Improving Value For Money In Local Government: A Compendium Of Good 

Practice From Audit Commission Reports (July 2000)  


